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Social Activities 
 

Thanks for everyone’s support for the casino night it went really well and a 
good time was had by all. 

 ‘Tis the season to be jolly and to start the festive season we have an array of 

events for everyone to enjoy and to get into the spirit of the season: A full list 

of events during December and into the New Year is on page 4 but the follow-
ing are of special note: 

18 December Christmas lunch – live music in the evening with ‘In The Swing’ 
which will entertain you whilst you see if you have won a prize in the tradition-
al Christmas raffle. 

New Year’s Eve – get your tickets for the hottest disco in town! Well in Sutton 
at least. With food and entertainment you are promised a great way to wel-
come in 2012.    

 For the New Year we are planning a number of events including a jazz even-
ing, Diamond Jubilee celebrations and much more but we do need the sup-
port of members to make these events a success. 

 The social committee is always up for new ideas for events and welcomes 
any suggestions from members as to what you want to see happening at the 
club – you just need to let us know! 

Vanessa Castle 

Chairman’s message 

Welcome to winter at STSC. I hope that we can keep you fit and entertained over 

these dark, drab months and help you to get involved with the wide range of activi-

ties taking place at the club.  

During the last few months, your committee has been working hard behind the 

scenes to ensure that, whether you wish to participate in sport or just enjoy the 

social side, your wishes are catered for. 

I would like to take this opportunity to give a large vote of thanks to Andrew Fox 

who stood down as Secretary at the beginning of October. His input over the last 

few years first as Treasurer and then as Secretary has been invaluable and his help 

to the club inestimable. In his place I am pleased to welcome Steph Bailey who will 

now combine the roles of Treasurer and Secretary. I would also like to welcome 

Jamie Franklin who has taken over the role of Club Head Tennis Coach from Gary 

Davis.  

Whilst some things have changed, others remain reassuringly the same. Gill and 

Brad continue to perform miracles in the kitchen and bar and Vanessa and her team 

on the Social Committee remain dedicated to coming up with new and exciting ide-

as for functions.  As an example, the recent  Casino Night was a great success. 

I hope to see you at the club over the coming weeks and months and in the mean-

time I wish you a very merry Christmas and a great start to 2012. 

Tim Crowley 

From the Secretary 

Thanks to Tim for his welcome and to 

Andrew for passing on the secretaryship in 

good order.  My qualifications for the role 

include having played poor squash and still 

playing considerably worse tennis (for want 

of a better word) but mainly that I’ve been 

on and off the committee for 30 years, 

having been Secretary for 5 or 6 years in 

the 80’s and having embarked on my third 

stint as Treasurer a year ago. Also I have 

the time and live just round the corner. I’m 

at the club a lot but for those who don't  

know me, I attach a mugshot—quite a 

good likeness unfortunately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite often inclement weather, the club 

enjoyed a busy summer, the highlight of 

which was the Aegon British Tour tourna-

ment in August. Steve Lewis reports a flat-

tering comment from the LTA and I under-

stand that their representatives were fa-

vourably impressed with the organisation, 

the efforts of both members and staff and 

the friendly atmosphere at STSC. All in-

volved are entitled to a nice warm glow of 

self-congratulation. 

Members are rallying around as ever at this 

time of year and, by the time you get this, 

the club will be decked out in its usual fes-

tive finery. I hope you all enjoy the festivi-

ties and have a thoroughly enjoyable time 

over-indulging yourselves! 
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Tennis 

Summer Team results: 

The Men’s 1st team were  crowned champions of the Surrey Premier league under the captaincy of STSC Assistant Coach, John 

‘JR’ Richards. The plaque was presented to Club President Steve Tiddy who attended on behalf of the 1 st team during the Surrey 

LTA AGM at the National Tennis Centre in Roehampton. The Ladies’ 2nd team under the captaincy of Aisling Blagg were also win-

ners of Surrey Division ‘S’ East. 

Aegon British Tour Event: 

Another successful year for this tournament with a record entry at both Senior and Junior levels. It is worth mentioning the com-

ments made by Colin Beecher from the LTA after visiting during tournament week. òSTSC is probably one of the best clubs in UK and 

represents everything that should be good about tennisó. 

New STSC Tennis Teams: 

One night over a few beers some old men were discussing the merits of forming a Veterans team. Before everybody had time to 

get over their hangovers, a team of over 45s had been entered in the Surrey Vets Knockout competition under the captaincy of 

rum expert, Wayne Darroch. This team consisting of Wayne, Steve Tiddy, Steve Lewis and David Beckman were triumphant in 

their first match against Reigate which prompted a beer or two to celebrate. However, the Vets sobered up quickly having found 

out that the next opponents are number one seeds, St Georges Hill. If STSC win that match later this month, that really will be 

cause for celebration! Hot on the heels of the 2nd Ladies team success in the summer, it was decided to form a 3rd Ladies team for 

the winter competition under the captaincy of Renata Gunn, our Ladies’ Vice-Captain. To date they have won one and lost one 

match. 

Mixing-In / Month End Tournaments:  

Both these events continue to thrive under the organisation of Renata Gunn with the Month End Tournament changing from a 

Saturday afternoon to a Tuesday night slot. 

Parent & Child Tournament:  

This was well attended and the tournament was won by Men’s Vice-Captain Adam Freeman and his son Jules. 

Junior Tennis: 

STSC now have a number of older juniors who have moved up to play for the Men’s 6th team. In addition STSC now have an un-

der 10’s team entered in Surrey competitions,. They are known as STSC Tigers and are under the captaincy of parent and club 

member, Garth Furmidge. On Saturday afternoons, club member and parent Mandy McDowell organises a junior mixing-in session. 

This is not a coaching session and parents are expected to stay and help supervise the children. 

New Tennis Coaching Team: 

Last, but not least, most of you will know that we have a new Head Tennis Coach, Jamie Franklin.  

Jamie has been Assistant Coach at STSC for some time and is well known to members. He is supported by his team consisting of 

John ‘JR’ Richards, Theo Voegt and Paul Goldhawk. Their photos and bios are on display in the conservatory. 

Jamie Franklin commented: ò I would like to say thanks to the club for giving me the opportunity to take over as Head Coach. The mem-

bers can look forward to a well organised, enthusiastic and structured programmeó. 

Jamie has published his coaching programme for the New Year. Copies are available from him or from the racks in the club lobby. 

 

Steve Lewis — Tennis Captain 

 

New Tennis Committee 

Adam Freeman and Jules 

 

Men’s Captain: Steve Lewis (e-mail: menstennis@stscsport.co.uk) 

Ladies Captain: Sue Lewis (e-mail:ladiestennis@stscsport.co.uk) 

Ladies Vice-Captain: Renata Gunn 

Men’s Vice-Captain: Adam Freeman 

Parent/Junior Rep: Mandy McDowell (email:mandsmac101@gmail.com 

Head Coach: Jamie Franklin(email:headtenniscoach@stscsport.co.uk)   

Please feel free to contact any member of the committee about tennis issues. 

Forthcoming Events 

 

JAVIS CUP (11th December) – two teams made up of tennis members captained by Jamie 

Franklin and John Richards. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY (17th December) – organised by Mandy McDowell. 

BOB HOWE COMPETITION (29th January,2012).  



STSC unsung heroes/heroines.  

Thank you to Julia Halls not only for all her labours 
beautifying the clubôs garden but also for the many 
posters she produces to publicise our social events.  

If you know of any unsung heroes let the secretary 
know so he can make sure they are in next termôs news-

letter 

 

The squash court internet based booking system has now been running for three months, has made reserving courts much easier 

and is popular with players.  It has also resulted in increased squash court usage and attracted new members. 

 

Other exciting squash section developments have included: 

The court walls were repaired and repainted in September and are much brighter and playing really well. 

We now have a water dispenser in the lobby next to the notice boards. 

We are running club coaching sessions every other Wednesday evening with tuition from our adult squash coach Brenton 

Gage 

Natalie Le Serve continues to run the successful junior morning every Saturday during term time.  

We have a Surrey Cup Men’s team in league 8 and the Junior team is in Division 7. 

We continue to run six squash leagues – why not join and play a new range of opponents? 

 

The squash committee would welcome suggestions for ideas about improvements to Squash at Sutton  

With thanks to all of you who play regularly and use the squash facilities – it is great to see growth of squash at Sutton.  

 

Andrew Jennings—Squash Captain 

Ins ide Story Headline 

Page 3 Volume 1 ,  Is sue 1  

Squash 

Forthcoming Events 

 

A JINGLE BELLS HANDICAP TOURNAMENT to blow those Christmas Blues away on the af-

ternoon of Tuesday 27th December. 

 

A series of four LADIES RACKETBALL COACHING SESSIONS on Thursday mornings start-

ing on 12th January with coaching by Brenton Gage.  Just £10 for the four one hour sessions for 

you to try out Racketball during those cold winter mornings. 

CLUB FACILITIES 

First, an apology for the recent difficulties with the men’s showers. These have now been resolved. For budget reasons the extensive re-modelling 

of the ladies’ shower area has been shelved, however a refresh of the whole area will be performed over the coming months. 

On the squash front we have given the booking PC in the lobby a battery back-up (UPS) with mains power on a stand alone circuit. This should 

enable continuous power and eliminate some of our past problems. In recent months the courts have been refurbished as has the balcony and 

lobby. The balcony will be carpeted soon. Please remember to turn up the fan speed to avoid condensation. 

Work on the tennis courts has been confined to the replacement of lamps and the clearing of sycamore seeds! Work is in progress on the fitting 

of new closing mechanisms to the fence gates to replace the bungee straps presently in use.  

The clubhouse has seen the return of premier league football following the installation of  a new satellite dish and de-coder thanks to our mem-

bership of Europe and the assistance of Phil Leyton. We have also built a new storage area at the back of the Bridge Room which frees up space 

in the conservatory and on the stage. I am trying to source twelve reasonably priced conservatory styled dining/lounge chairs. If anyone can help, 

please let me know. 

 

Mike Halls — Facilities Manager 



  

Please note that during the week the clubhouse is open from 5pm.     

Access to the tennis and squash courts is by your swipe card through the side gate.   

Lost cards may be replaced at £5 each. 

Email: desk@stscsport.co.uk 

Website: www.stscsport.co.uk 

Newsletter edited by Steph Bailey. Redaction by Sheran Bailey 

 

The run-up to Christmas and beyond 

Your bus iness  tag line here. 

Sutton Tennis and Squash Club 

19 Devonshire Road 

Sutton 

Surrey 

SM2 5HH 

Telephone : 020 8642 0209 (M-F 5-10pm) 

Social 

Sat 10 Dec  7.30 pm           40th Wedding Anniversary party (private) 

Sat 17 Dec  4 to 6pm          Children’s Tennis Tournament and Christmas  

            Party 

         7.30 pm           Junior Wolves Football Charity Disco (open to 

                   members) 

Sun 18 Dec  4 to 6pm         Sunday Christmas Dinner (sold out) 

         6 pm on          Christmas Raffle Draw with Swing Band 

Sat 24 Dec   7.30 pm on      Christmas Eve mince pies and mulled wine 

Christmas Day — closed 

Boxing Day — closed 

Sat 31 Dec   8 to 1am         New Year’s Eve Disco with full buffet 

New Year’s Day — closed 

Thu 12 Jan   10.30 to 11.30  Ladies’ weekly racketball sessions start 

Sun 22 Jan    Sunday lunches recommence 

Sat  28 Jan     7.30pm            50th birthday party (private) 

Fri   3 Feb     Quiz Night 

Fri   2 Mar    Quiz Night 

BESPOKE TAILORING FROM HONG KONG 

www.eseuderocollection.com 

STSC Sponsors 


